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Outside my studio a sculptured form 

ignores my presence —

each muscle taut, each muscle flexed, 

ready to snatch hidden prey.

I wag my finger    

at its retreating flight —

silent wings cramped 

by the fernery gate.

A favourite fish peeks, 

protected beneath the lily pads.

The birds bred late this year.

They waited for the warmth

That never came.

They hastily made their nests

Trailing twig and fern.

The birds bred late this year,

That is, except the starlings.
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Enamoured by the moon 

you sing — your sweet 

and noisy babble stills 

my sleep and I imagine 

sunlit black and white 

plumes dancing —

dancing in the night-lit blooms.

All day they sang

moving from tree to tree —

echoes in the valley

celebrated a soft day.

Grey gentle rain

washed earth and air

filled the autumn garden

with sweet rot smells.

Black, grey and white minstrels 

carolling a round 

that swelled, lulled and swelled 

mid falling red and gold.

We sat before a fire 

in your childhood home

sharing songs and stories

to a choral background.

A painter poet, Heather completed BA majors  
in Literary Processes and History of Art and  
Architecture at Deakin University. Her poems  
and short stories have been published in  
DLS publications for two decades, also in the  
anthologies of Ibis Writers, WW Writers  
and Bass Coast Council and in journals,  
including Poetrix and Tamba.  
She participates in readings in Melbourne,  
Geelong and SW Gippsland and occasionally  
contributes articles to the local newspapers  
of Bass Coast and South Gippsland. 

As representative for Ibis Writers, 2005-9, she  
organized workshops and a reunion of past  
members, 2006. Following her role as concept  
coordinator for their inaugural festival, 2007,  
she helped to establish Wandering Wordsmiths,  
a gathering of poets, in SW Gippsland. 2007-8.

Her major work is an unpublished  
monograph on the life and work of artist,  
Frederick Spencer Coventry. 

A magnificent  
illustrated book  

of poetry, about our  
feathered friends
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Heather Murray Tobias

A Feather  
 inMy Hair

A Feather in My Hair is a strong and  
exciting collection… the poems show  
not only an environmentalist’s concerns 
with life and landscape but also a writer’s  
sensitivity to language and form.   
Dr Brian Edwards

Heather Murray Tobias has a poetic  
voice as distinct and musical as the  
songs of these birds she cares for  
so deeply. 
Kristin Henry

The subject matter of this precious  
book is close to all of our hearts. Images  
in the poems are so vivid, yet so familiar,  
so recognisable. They remind me of my  
own stories yet expand my imagination.   
Carolyn Landon
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